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BREMERTON — As the post-Cold War
defense budget continues to shrink in size,
it “gets more and more challenging” to
maintain steady funding for Navy activi-
ties in the Puget Sound area, US. Rep.
Norm Dicks said Wednesday

But 5o far the effort has been successful
because the Washington state congres-
sional delegation works together to make
it happen, the Bremerton Democrat said.

Meanwhile, Dicks said, some changes in
the wind actually may increase the Navy
presence here — but only if Kitsap County
can manage to solve its critical housing
problem.

Dicks, who was elected this week to his
eighth term in the U.S. House, made his
comments to members of the Puget Sound
Naval Bases Association, a non-partisan
group dedicated to supporting the area’s
Navy installations.

His assessment was largely echoed by
Lou Kriser, PSNBA's liaison in Washing-
ton, D.C., who discussed the Navy's future
here in an interview before Wednesday's
meeting.

The two pointed out these encouraging
signs on the horizon:

W The Navy has indicated it will send
Trident submarines based here to Brem-
erton’s Puget Sound Naval Shipyard for
refueling and conversion to the new
super-powerful Trident 2 missile system,
Dicks said. The work is valued at more
than $1 billion.

3 W The Navy spending bill signed by
President Bush says naval shipyards like
PSNS should be given priority for all work
involving the dismantling of mothballed
nuclear submarines, Kriser said, and that
will provide a steady source of work.

8 Possible closure of the Naval Air
Station at Alameda, Calif, could increase
the number of Puget Sound-based aircraft
carriers from one to two, Dicks said. One
of these might be homeported at Bremer-

Navy’s Puget Sound future
has bright spots, clouds

B An increased need for fast sealift
ships was highlighted in the military
authorization report produced by Con
gress, Kriser said. Construction of such
vessels in private shipyards could leave
more repair and overhaul work for Navy
yards like PSNS.

® Military construction projects au-
thorized in this area show the Navy
continues to have a strong commitment
here — including an expansion of PSNS, a
modernization of the Naval Submarine
Base at Bangor and continued funding for
the new Everett home port.

But these bright spots were dimmed
somewhat by other potential develop
ments:

B As submarine and carrier building
programs slow down, the private ship-
yards that build them will be pursul
type of nuclear repair work that PS
specializes in, possibly biting into the
Bremerton shipyard's workload, Kriser

said

W With the Cold War winding down,
and with it the threat of nuclear war with
the Soviet Union, i o 1
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support for the Trident missile system can
no longer be assumed, Kriser said. Future
strategic arms control agreements also
could have a tremendous impact on the
Trident submarine fleet, he said.

W Kitsap County has got to solve its
housing crisis, Dicks said, before the Navy
will seriously consider basing more ships
here.

“We've got to have additional housing.
and we have to upgrade the housing that
is available,” he said. “We've got to pull
together as a community to do this. Just
because we're number one doesn't mean
we can't improve.”

He said the young Navy families who
come to Bremerton need “a decent place
to live.”

“In essence, this is something we're
being graded on (by the Navy)," Dicks
said. “Our future depends, to a certain

tee
Dicks restated his beliel
that the president ntould

with acts of

First

any military action against
Iraq.

“It is my view that if the
president does make this
determination, that Con-
gress should be called back
into session cither for a
declaration of war or for
some formal statement of its
approval and support for

draws.

stayed behind in Washing-
ton, D.C., to remain in touch
with the White House on
the issue.
The alternative to war or

dkﬁh‘ﬂ“wh head
ahea
unal-

jon
raid of any retaliation from
the West.

World chess showdown

NEW YORK (AP) — The 12th and final U.S. game in
the championship chess match between Garry Kaspa-
rov and Anatoly Karpov ended in a draw,
pair tied 6-6 in points as the duel moves to
up to 12 more games.

Each player won one game in New York The 10
other games, including Wednesday night's, ended in

Only once in the previous 33 world cha
matches have there been so many d
games: in 1978, when Karpov beat Viktor Korchnoi

ton — but any such action is years away, extent, on how well we handle this
Kriser said. challenge.”
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Dicks said Congress ad-
journed with the under-
standing that it might be
called back into session to
deal with the Persian Gulf
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against the Iraqgis should be
taken by the United Na-
tions. “We should not doubt
the ability of the Security
Council to take wise and
mature decisions,” he said.
“] would advise against
looking for some difference
in the positions between the

The championship resumes Nov. 24 in Lyons,
France. The first player to gain 121% points wins the
championship and $1.7 million of a $3 million purse. A
win is worth a point, a draw a half-point.

Grandmaster Patrick Wolfl, who did commentary
during the match, said the biggest surprise in the New
York portion of the match was the inconsistency.

The first five games could be considered the best
opening quintet in world championship history, Wolf¥
said. Games six through nine were “terrible,” and the
final three were a slight improvement, he said

Wolff also said chess experts had expected Kaspa-
rov, the i ion, to take a lead.
But Karpov surprised them.

Danny Martin, a member of a New York City chess
club, said the draws were expect

“It's what happens when the best play the best,” he

said
Wednesday's game ended after Kasparov's 37th
move.

Soviet Union and the Unit-
ed States,” Shevardnadze

said.

Meanwhile, differences
still stood in the way of a
treaty to cut non-nuclear
weapons in Europe less
than two weeks before the
landmark treaty is due for
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