KATHLEEN MERRYMAN

When the skies
! above Berlin
‘rained chocolate

hocolate, as those who love it
know, has magical powers of
peace and healing.
Chocolate from the sky is even
. more potent, as a young airman dis-
covered during the Berlin Airlift i
1948 and 1949.
This weekend, that airman, Gail
Halvorsen, is flying from McChord
« Air Force Base to Germany to attend
the ceremony closing Rhein-Main Air
Base, where the airlift began. He is
taking cases of Hershey Bars with
him. Halvorsen is, after all, the legend-
* ary Candy Bomber, or, as thousands
of German children called him, Uncle
Wiggle Wings.
Beginning with two sticks of Wrig-
ley's Spearmint gum, he
5 spearheaded an effort
that eventually para-
chuted 23 tons of candy
to the Kids of Berlin
i And that was just the
stuff that went out the
N i window as he flew into
Halvorsen West Berlin with staples
that kept 2.5 million
ple alive for a year of the Soviet
lockade.

Friday, Halvorsen, who retired from
“the Air Force as a colonel, told his
~Story at McChord to an audience
whose members have logged human-
itarian missions to tsunami and hur-
ricane zones.

Berlin was just climbing out of the
Waorld War Il rubble when the Soviets
blockaded the free side of the divided
city. The United States and Britain
responded with “Operation Vittles™

+ In July 1948, after landing his C-54
Skymaster with a load of flour,

* Halvorsen strolled over to talk to 30

~ kids vﬂl:hingﬁ;n the other side ofa
barbed-wire:

told me, ‘Don't

about

hands to be beggars for
nice as American chocolate™

Because they did not ask for any-
thing, he du% into his pockets, found
two sticks of gum, gave them to the
kids, and told them he'd drop more
the next day when he flew in.

“1told them I'd wiggle the wings, so
they'd know which plane it was” he
said. “I went back to Rhein-Main and
told everyone ‘You've got to give me
your ration” I got one or two heavy
handfuls, and figured thatif 1 dropped
them,  might make the wrong kind of
impression™

So he made three little parachutes
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State to pay injured woman

Ex-prisoner hit truck on Narrows Bridge, hurting driver, killing mother

005

The state of Washington will pay $1.2 million to a woman hurt in a 2002
crash caused by a convict under Department of Corrections supervision.

BY KAREN HUCKS
The News Tribune

The state Department of Corrections
has agreed to pay $1.2 million to settle the
lawsuit of a Tacoma woman who was
hurt and whose mother died when a for.
mer prisoner still under state supervision

HE WEARS

Max, the Sumner Police

Sumner has a new, four-legged officer to
help catch criminals. Max and his partner

crashed into their truck on the Tacoma
Narrows Bridge in 2002

Progressive Insurance, which insured
the ex-prisoner, Amy Hood, also will pay
Torge $200,000 as part of the
ent
erson and her husband, Jon, sued

c
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ment of Corrections
and Hood - also known as Amy Brooks
- in 2003. They cont jed the state and
the Department of Corrections had neg
ligently failed to supervise Hood, who
had a drug problem and a history of vio-
lence.

Hood, then 32, was driving back from
trying to sec her community corrections
officer just before 1 pm. Oct. 29, 2002,
when her car crossed the center line and

the state, the Depe

0O MAKE
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RUSS CARMACK/ The Newes Trisune.

Department’s German shepherd, responds in a training exercise with handler Chad Kiblinger and dog trainer Ron Pace.
After Kiblinger opened his car door by remote control, Max sucessfully went after Pace, posing as bad guy in a traffic stop gone wrong.

Woof! You're under arrest

shepherd tracking dog,

fund training and equipment for the German

“It was great” said Sumner Police Chief Col-

became a builder and then a police officer. Kib-
linger and Max trained as a tear

nd were certi

for the candy.
In no time, all his pals were making
chutes for candy, and kids were
locking to the drops. His command-
ing officer found out about the unau-
thorized activity when Halvorsen's
plane made the front page of a Berlin

Halvorsen talked fast, won him

are on the job, tracking suspects on the

leen Wilson. “He proved to be an exceptional

run and searching vast warehouses.

The city needed a police tracking dog to help
BY ROB TUCKER officers thoroughly search huge warchousesin the
The News Tribune growing industrial district.

The timing couldn't have been better. Sumner
wanted to start a police dog program and Max
was available.

So was $30,000 from a Seattle foundation to

“They are too big to search with humans.” Wil-
son said. “It’s better to send a dog in™

Max's handler, officer Chad Kiblinger, said he
spent two to three years as a dog trainer before he

er, helped start the
dogprogram in the early 1980s. Pace raised Max
from a puppy and sold him !

hada change in his life and could no longer keep

fied for duty June 8.
“I've always wanted to be a K-9 handler” Kib-

's former owner and a dog train-

wner who later

Please see WOOF!, page B4

over, and before long word spread
back to the States. Confectioners do-
nated candy by the ton. Schoolkids
made chutes. Other pilots joined
in the fun of what they called “Opera-
tion Little Vittles” German children
responded with thank-you notes.

“One little boy, Peter, gave me di-
rections to his house,” Halvorsen said.
“When | missed it, he wrote back, ‘1
will build a fire so you can see it™”

The pilots occasionally ventured
over East Berlin until the Soviets de-
manded they stop trying to influence
children with chocolate

After the program Friday, the Air
Force audience agreed on two things:
Uncle Wiggle Wings is a hero, and re-
lief work is one of the most meaning-
ful elements of theirjob. It'sa privilege
to be able to help.

Capt. Stephanie Soltis told of Ma-
rines stuffing food and water around
the equipment they had loaded onto
her plane bound for Biloxi, Miss, the
day after Katrina struck.

Master Sgt. Adrian Rivera smiled
when he told about raiding charter
flights for their snacks to give to Thai
kids who'd lost everything to the tsu-
nami,

“Jtshows what America's all sbout”
said Senior Airman Brian DeRosa,
who flew to the tsunami and hurri-
cane zones. “We're surrounded by
heroes”

*SHE WAS A TOMBOY"®

Auburn tells tales of Gov. Lead Foot

The City of Auburn puts up a sign
to honor a local girl who made it
big — Christine Gregoire.

BY STEVE MAYNARD
The News Trbune

Gov. Christine Gregoire loves her
hometown of Aubum.

A year ago, she returned to sit in the
Rainbow Cafe downtown where her late
mother worked as ashort-order cook. In
August, she talked for three hours with
Auburn Senior High classmates at their
40th reunion.

And on Friday, Washington's 22nd
governor came back to be showered with
affection and honored with a new sign
declaring her roots.

“] am s0 proud of my hometown,” said
Gregoire, who was greeted by the Aubum
High marching band playing the school's

FUN WITH FORMER GOVERNORS

Now that you know where Gov. Christine Gregoire went to high school try
to guess her predecessors’ alma maters. Two of them went to the same school

IS
o el
Gary Locke Booth Gardner  John Spellman  Dixy Lee Ray
1557-2005 1085-1993 19811985 9771981
A. Stadium High School (Tacoma)
B. Franklin High School (Seattle)
¥ €. Seattle Preparatory School {Seattle)
D. Endicott High School (Whitman County)
Lt E. Rooseveit High School (Seattie)
Dan Evans F. Lakeside School (Seattle)
WES-877 ANSWERS BELOW:

No arson signs
found at fort

The Associated Press

WARRENTON, ORE. - The cause of the Mon-
day fire that destroyed a replica of the
compound where the Lewis and Clark
expedition spent ter of 1805-06
has not been determined, but investiga.
tors say there are no conclusive signs of

gation continues, however,
pecial agent with the
federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives, said this week that
evidence will be se! y
look for signs of flammable liquids. It will
take months to receive the results.

i olences and offers to
atsop have been pour

help rebuild Fort
ingin

Chip Jenkins, superintendent of Lewis
and Clark National Historical Park, said
the fort will be rebuilt, but he can't say if
it will be finished before the Lewis and
Clark Bicentennial commemoration in
November.

True. But don't try to tell them that, Please see AUBURN, page 83
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