Nothing found in SKHS drug sweep

South Kitsap High School’s
high-pressure  measure 10
keep drugs out of the school
may already be a success
bul some say the problem
wasn't in the school building
10 begin with.

Either way, the first sweep
of a drug-detecting canine
was completed last Wednes-
day without anything but
some possible residual scents
to show for it

*“This is a real surprise,”
said High school Principal Er
nie Noack after nothing but
some  suspicious-smelling
clothing was found in the loc
ker rooms at the school. The
lockers were checked along
with regular book lockers 10
try and track the substances
kids might be carrying on
them. All of their clothes
jackets and purses included
are left in the lockers during
gym class

Noack had the SK School
Board of ‘Directors approve

new program intended 10
discourage kids from bringing
drugs onto school prounds
The students aren’t told when
the dog will be brought 1o the
sehool, 50 it's assumed they'll
keep their drugs off campus 10
avoid being caught.

The program has been suc
cessful in  Clover Park
schools, Noack said.

“I'm betting he's not going
w find much of anything
here,” said Mona Johnson,
the substance abuse counselor
at the high school. ““It mostly
goes on in cars and parking
lots."

Students were relatively un
concemed with the pooch's
prescnce.

I don’t care,” said senior
Neal Rosenquist, **They're
not_searching, they're just
sniffing."*

But more than sniffing went
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The first visit of a drug detecting dog to South Kitsap High School turned up nolnlnubuf
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a few suspicious scents. School administrators were surprised, but the area drug
counseler and students were not

But last Wed
kers were openc
tents pulled out an
the floor. A lunch

hed, as was a stadent’s
Despite the dog's

was

indications, no drugs were
nd.
“We found out that's not

way the search is conduct
* s3id Keith Canton, one
the school's thiee vice
principals, **We cannot go in
to the purse if there's 3 purse,
that's invasion — the gym
bag for whatever reason is not

the same a3 & purse or 3 wal

by Ron Pace of Canyon Crest
K-9 in Tacoma. Pace, a train-
er for 13 years, has helped in
the training and set up of ca.
nine programs for the Wash-
ingion State Patrol and other
agencies.

He brought with him a live-
ly two-year-old mixed ehoco-
late and yellow lab named
Opic. It was Opie’s first offi-
cial sweep aficr preparing un-
det Pace for four months.

Practice runs in other
schools showed Opie can find
2 substance about 90 percent
of the time, He's trained 10

detect marijuana, hashish, co- |
caine, heroine and speed. Last |

Wednesday he found esch of
the three packages of hashish
planted in the areas ' he
searched — a method that not
only proves the dog's ability,
but makes the search good
training as well.

Canton 13id the dog will be
brought back
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